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CCHA Takes Title to the 1905 Four
Chimneys Building on the Old Base

At the November 2006
Annual Meeting of the
Clinton County Historical
Association, Board Presi-
dent Roger Harwood signed
documents accepting
transfer of Building 610,
also known as the Four
Chimneys Building, located
on the former Plattsburgh
Air Force Base at 98 Ohio

The three story brick
building will provide CCHA
with 6.500 square feet of
space for exhibitions,
offices. and storage of its
collection.

CCHA Board members
have worked for nearly two
vears to obtain the site
which will serve as a
permanent home for the

Association’s collection and
administrative offices.
An exhibit developed
by the Lake Champlain
Maritime Museum  of
artifacts recovered by the
Valcour Bay Research
Project will be on loan to
the Association and will be
placed in the first gallery.
CCHA will open at its new
location in early spring
2007.

CCHA 1s very fortunate to
receive the Four Chimneys
Building in good condition,
minimizing the need for
major construction projects.

CCHA'’s Board is grateful
to the Board and staff of
Plattsburgh Airbase
Redevelopment Corporation
for their persistent efforts,

the results of which will
enhance the experiences of
Museum visitors for
generations.

Phase 1 of converting the
building to a museum finds
energy-related projects at the
top of the “must do” list.
Ken Mousseau of
Plattsburgh, has generously
donated an electric boiler,
which will allow for
conversion to electric heat.

Other projects include
renovation of the basement,
thoroughly cleaning the
building. windows, and
carpets; making the building
handicap accessible, repairs
to various restroom facili-
ties, tinting the windows to
protect exhibits, and paint-
ing the exhibition areas.

Volunteers Begin Work on New Museum

Lindsey LaMarche hard at work!

Lindsey LaMarche is
already at work. The ten
year old history buff is the
youngest of the volunteers
working at the new home of
the Clinton County
Historical Association.

Lindsey is a veteran
volunteer, having worked
on the restoration of the
Bluff Point Lighthouse
alongside her grandmother,
CCHA Board member

Linda Harwood.

On Saturday, January 6th
Lindsey, Linda, and fifteen
other volunteers worked on
cleaning, painting, and
small repair projects.

Among the volunteers
were CCHA Board mem-
bers and participants in the
Youth Advocate Program.
To get involved, call
561-0340.

Lindsey & Linda
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Summer 2006 at the Lighthouse

Keeping with tradition, the Lighthouse
opened on Sunday of Memorial Day
weekend. Volunteers staffed the
Lighthouse each Sunday from July 2™
through Labor Day Sunday.

Visitors on July 2 included photogra-
pher Fred Arce who presented CCHA
with a framed print of one his best
known photographs:  Bluff Point
Lighthouse in the winter with snow
covered Mt. Mansfield in the
background.

Melinda Borshoff, a descendant of
Civil War veteran and Plattsburgh
Breakwater Light keeper, Mitchell
Bully, continues to support CCHA.
This fall she donated a small tin pitcher
used for “spirits of wine,” an alcohol

Croquet Tournament to be Annual Event _

CCHA thanks all those who sold
tickets, volunteered, sponsored or
participated in the Croquet Tournament
held on the Oval August 12, 2006.

Held jointly with the Battle of Platts-
burgh Association, the event welcomed
participants from throughout the
Champlain Valley for a lively after-
noon of competition. The event raised
$2.400 that was split between the two
organizations.

___Sponsors:

product probably used to clean the
lenses on the breakwater lights.

A special summer visitor to the
Lighthouse was Allen Messina and his
wife. Allen is the great-great grandson
of Civil War veteran William
Herwerth, and his wife Mary, who
were keepers of the Bluff Point Light-
house, The Messina’s were soon to
have an addition to their family.

Greg Light of Light’s Jewelers,
designer of a charm of the Lighthouse,
generously supported the Lighthouse
this year by donating a 14 karat gold
version of the charm. Light also gives a
portion of the proceeds from sale of all
of the Lighthouse charms to CCHA.
Linda Harwood chaired a raffle for the

donated charm that brought over $1500
to CCHA. Jane Chapman of
Plattsburgh was the raffle winner.

The new interpretive sign for the Light-
house is in draft form and being
reviewed by the Lake Champlain Basin
Program and New York State DEC. It
should be ready for installation for the
2007 season.

This year’s docents were: Jim and Ann
Bailey, Matt Boire, Shanda Becht,
Carolyn Burakowski, Nancy Charbon-
neau, Joan Clark, John and Elizabeth
Cummings and daughters, Herman and
Diane Drollette, Fred and Heather Finn,
Roger and Linda Harwood, Peter and
Claudia Hornby, Scott Johnson, Nancy
Olsen, and Marilyn Smith.

Meyer Drugs
Keeseville Pharmacy
Ground Force I
Peru Pharmacy

Sunshine Sunoco

The Cabinet Gallery
Plattsburgh Ford
Mayrand Publishers

Our overall champion was Shawn
McElwain who won a $50 gift
certificate to J. Christopher's
Restaurant.

The 2007 Tournament will be held
again this August—watch in our next
issue of North County Notes for the
date. Tickets will go on sale in June
and will be available at CCHA and
from CCHA Board members.

Yolunteers at work on the Four Chimneys Museum

Alex Boto

Jim Bailey

Matt Boire
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Peter Sailly Endowment Fund
Established

As part of its continuing work to assure
the sustainability of the Museum, the
Board of Directors of CCHA has
created the Peter Sailly Endowment
Fund with an initial contribution of
$500.

The fund recognizes the legacy of Peter
Sailly and his heirs in supporting
CCHA and its operations.

The fund was initiated as an Acorn
Account. administered by Adirondack
Community Trust. ACT’s Acorn
Program enables organizations and
donors to build an endowment fund
over time by making small contribu-
tions. When the Acormn Account reaches
§5.000. it becomes Il
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continue to be administered for the
benefit of CCHA by the Adirondack
Community Trust.

Donors wishing to contribute to the
Peter Sailly Endowment fund may send
their checks, payable to CCHA, to the
Museum at 3 Cumberland Avenue

Plattsburgh, NY 12901.

Fall 2006 Busy for Area Historians

Municipal historians of Clinton County
had a full schedule of meetings this
fall. On September 20, 2006, the
semiannual workshop of town. village
and city historians was convened by
County Historian Addie Shields, at the
new Battle of Plattsburgh Association
auditorium. The meeting included a
“sneak preview” tour of CCHA’s Four
Chimneys Building and a visit to the
Sailly Warren House at 3 Cumberland

Avenue.

City Historian and CCHA Board Mem-
ber James Bailey attended the fall con-
ference of the Association of Public
Historians of New York State
(APHNYS) in Canandaigua, October |-
2. On October 13, 38 historians from
the five counties of northeastern New
York, comprising APHNYS Region 6,
held their fall workshop at the
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VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

CCHA invites you to be part of its ex-
citing expansion.

We need assistance in the following
areas and welcome students, adults,
and community organizations to
help us tell Clinton County’s story:

e Renovation and cleaning at the
Four Chimneys Building

¢ Preparing and moving the
collection to the new building

e Docents at the Museum and the
Lighthouse

To volunteer, call Ken Wray
at CCHA., 518-561-0340.

Adirondack Museum in Blue Mountain
Lake. Issues such as proper certifica-
tion for municipal historians and the
vacancy in the State Historian position,
as well as planning for upcoming ob-
servations such as the Champlain-
Hudson Quadricentennial were among
the agenda items at the gatherings.

James Bailey, Plattsburgh City Historian

CCHA Hosts Clinton County Postal History Program

A lively discussion of Clinton County
Postal history unfolded Monday eve-
ning, December 4, 2006, at the CCHA
monthly program.

Glen Estus of Westport, a postal
collector, gave a quick overview of
terms along with some statistics of post
offices in and out of fourteen towns.

Estus then shared examples from his
collection of covers showing some 50
post offices that once operated in Clin-
ton County.

Several persistent “mysteries”

discussed included:

e The location of “Paul’s Rock™ in
the Ellenburg area.

e The possible location of the “East
Peru” post office.

Many participants left the presentation
eager to go through old boxes of family
letters to see if they owned items
cancelled at some of the post offices of
the past.
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Construction Costs in Days Gone By

Among the many letters and documents
gifted to CCHA in 1993 by Elizabeth
Sailly Warren is a bill listing the cost of
building part of the present museum at
3 Cumberland Avenue.

The bill is undated but we can estimate
that the work occurred between 1840
and 1860 and it seems to relate mostly
to carpentry work.

Bill of Items for F. L. C. Sailly House

Framing Building 40.00
Taking Down Old House 20.00

20 Window Frames 14.00
40 Window Sashes 20.00
20 Window Casings 14.00
26 Doors 52.00
26 Door Casings 18.00
26 Door Frames 12.00
Fitting, Hanging &

JInmming 26 Doors RTVRYIV]
2 Sliding Doors 16.00

1 Front Door

Putting Down Ball

Laying Floor
Partions (sic)
Lathing

Clap Boarding
Corner Boards
& Water Table
Cornice

Roof

2 Piazzas
Front Stairs
Kitchen Stairs
2 Fire Places
6 Closets

1 China Pantry

Bared Holes (sic)
for Windows & Doors

All To Be Plain Finished Work

18.00
15.00
25.00
20.00
32.00
30.00

29.00
33.00
38.00
50.00
18.00

8.00
12.00
14.00

6.00

10.00
$574.00

Sailly House at 3 Cumberland Avenue

Drollette Recognized for Vof;ﬁteer Effort

Herman Drollette was recognized for
donating over one hundred hours in the
renovation of the Clinton County
Historical Association’s Four Chim-
neys Museum located at 98 Ohio
Avenue on the former Plattsburgh Air
Force Base.

The presentation of a life membership
to the CCHA was made at a meeting of
the Adirondack Mountain Club by
CCHA Trustee Linda Harwood. “The
CCHA Board of Trustees voted to
recognize Herman’s outstanding
contribution at its last meeting.
Herman also donated over one hundred
hours in the restoration of the Bluff
Point Lighthouse. We are fortunate to
have his assistance at our new home.”

Roger and Linda Harwood, both

members of the CCHA Board of

Trustees were at the AMC meeting
giving a Power Point presentation on
the restoration of the Bluff Point
Lighthouse. They also gave those
attending an update on the progress
at the Four Chimneys Museum,
reporting “volunteers have invested
over seven hundred hours cleaning,
painting and making numerous
repairs to the building in order to
prepare it for our collection.”

It was noted that CCHA's Sailly

Warren House closed on January 26
in order to allow volunteers to begin
the packing process.
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Sailly “Excellent Mead” Recipe

From the CCHA Collection comes a
recipe for “Excellent Mead,” a sweet
wine.

Contemporary recipes, according to the
American Mead Association, are varied.
Two are shown here

Name of Recipe: Vanilla Mead

Recipe Ingredients: +.5 kg Dark Honey,
300 ml Vanilla essence water to 23 litres,
yeast nutrient, all purpose wine yeast

Recipe Process: Mix honey in very hot
water to sterilize. Make up to 25L with
water and Vanilla. When temp is 30 deg
C. add yeast and ferment to dryness.
Add clearing agent and bottle. Let sit for
at least 12 months for a good taste, better
after 2 years.

Name of Recipe: MMMMM Good

Recipe Ingredients: 8 Ibs clover honey.
6 Lbs fresh raspberries, 4 oz fresh ginger,
4 cups sugar, citric acid, yeast nutrient,
gypsum, Irish moss, bottled water.
champagne yeast

Recipe Process: Add honey, moss, acid,
nutrient, gypsum, sugar, and ginger to 2
gal water, boil for ten min, remove scum,
remove from heat. In a blender, puree
berries with water, add to honey-water
mixture, mix well. Pour into primary, add
water to make 5 or so gal. Start yeast,
pitch into primary. Keep warm, 75-80
deg. Two weeks In primary, two weeks
in secondary, prime and bottle in
champagne bottles. OK after about a
month and a half. Better if you wait one
year.

Handwritten recipe for “Mead” from Elizabeth Sheldon Platt (Russell) Sailly's
cookbook (daughter-in-law to Peter Sailly). The cookbook was a gift from Elizabeth Sailly
Warren dated "Christmas |860"
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Valcour Bay Research Project:
Rediscovering a “Moment in Time” to be Inaugural Exhibit
at the Four Chimneys Museum

The Lake Champlain Maritime
Museum’s (LCMM) exhibit of artifacts
recovered by the Valcour Bay Research
Project will be the inaugural exhibition
at the Four Chimneys Museum this
spring.

The exhibit will include items recently
recovered as well as those recovered in
the eight years the project as been
active. These items represent a tangible
link to Lake Champlain’s crucial role
in the American Revolution.

LCMM and CCHA collaborated in the
recovery of more than 100
Revolutionary War artifacts from
Valcour Bay in June 2006. Valcour
Bay Research Project volunteers Ed
Scollon and Craig Allen spent many

~ hours relocatuing artuifacts that the

survey team had found during the
previous five years of diving.

The artifacts came from both the east
and west sides of the American line.
The recovery was undertaken with
funding from the Lake Champlain
Basin Program, under a permit from the
New York State Museum and with
oversight from the U.S. Naval
Historical Center.

The artifacts were removed to the
Conservation Lab at LCMM where
they were stabilized and prepared for
exhibition. Along with the copious
amount of shot and shell that was
retrieved, a number of personal items
were also uncovered. A pair of sliding
temple eyeglasses was recovered and
while they are not intact, all the
components are present, including both
lenses.

In addition to the spectacles, a well-
preserved portion of a small sword was

also found. Though very utilitarian in
appearance, this type of weapon would
have been carried by an American
officer. It is hoped that the cleaning
and conservation of the sword will
reveal markings that may lead to
information on its date and place of
manufacture.

Perhaps the most exciting items
recovered with the Valcour Bay
artifacts are three additional pieces of
the exploded 6-pound cannon from the
gunboat New York. Three pieces of
this gun were brought to the lab during
the initial artifact recovery from the
site in 2001. When the new fragments
are conserved and reassembled with
those already on display, LCMM will
have constructed more than 85% of this
cannon. ——

Wood and Copper Powder Scoop for a 6 pound Cannon.
Discovered by Greg Durocher and Dennis O'Neil
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Thanks to All CCHA Members

We wish to thank everyone for their renewed memberships, sponsorships, donations, and support that
makes the continued operation of the Museum possible.

Robert Ackland, Adirondack Architectural Heritage. Jane Alexander, Ron and Carol Allen, American
Antiquarian Society, James and Rachelle Armstrong, J. Derek and Helen Allan, Ara Asadourian, Thomas
C. Beach, Jr., Sylvie Beaudreau, Town of Beekmantown, Randy Beach, James and Anne Bailey, Marie
Beemer, John and Donna Bell, Roger and Christine Bigelow, Dr. Howard Black, Matthew Boire, James
Bougil, Jennifer and Alan Booth, Robert and Helen Booth, Dr. John Boule, Edward Bourgeois, Eileen
Brewer, Thomas Braga, Brown Funeral Home, Ellsworth and Dottie Buchanan, Carolyn Burakowski, Dr.
Edgar and Emily Burde, Bruce Butterfield, The Cabinet Gallery, Prentiss and Frieda Carnell, Judith
Cavanaugh, Charles Payson Realty, Jim Ciborski, City of Plattsburgh, U. V. Chase, Jane Claffey, George
Clark, Clinton Abstract, Ralph Clark, John and Penny Clute, Linda Coryer, Jan Couture, Randy and
Jennifer Dame, Dannemora FCU, DAR Library, James and Caroline Dawson, Janet Deeb, Heidi Dennis
and Roger Columbus, Brian Dowling, Jerome and Janet Downs, John Drown, Maribeth Dunajski, Bernard
Duquette, Harvey and Joan Duchin, Assemblywoman Janet Duprey, E. W. Eager, Alexander Edwards, Ron

Everleth, Connie Fisher, Ellen Fleming, Fitzpatrick Associates, Nancy Frederick, Garth and Betty|
Gallagher, Robert and Pat Garrow, Gina and Maurice Gilbert, Maurica Gilbert and Noel Sowley, Terrance|

Gilroy, David Glenn, Morris Glenn, William Glidden, James Godfrey, James Gonyo, Phil and Shirley
Gordon, Maureen Gough, Michael and Marjorie Greer, Ground Force 1 Limousines, Joyce Grover, Robert
Haley. Richard Harrica. Francesca Hartnett, Linda and Roger Harwood. James and Ellie Hays, Joseph

Heath, Shaun Heffernan and Amanda Palmer, Keith Herkalo, Charles Herlihy, Matthew Hewson. Frank and

Carol Hochreiter, John Homburger, Claudia Hornby, Ralph and Jane Hubbell, John and Helen Ianelli,
Patricia Ives, Chris Jackson, J. Christopher's Restaurant, Bonnie and Robert Jensen, Dan Jerry, Keith and
Nancy Johnson, Charles Kaczor, Marceline Kavanaugh, Keeseville Pharmacy, Robert Keever, Carlton
Kelley, Debra Kimok, Harold and Carole Klein, Don and Peg Kinneston, Frank Kinelly, Joseph Komlos,
Carol Klepper, Larry Kudrle, Mike Kulik and Jennifer Colver, Emily Ladue, Pat Lafontaine, Constance
Lalonde, Ruth Ladue, Emily Ladue, Arthur and Rosemary Lamarche, Kathy Latinville, Joseph Laundry,
William Laundry, Kenneth Laundry, Emest and Roxie Lemay, Brinley and Dorothy Lewis, Sonia Long,
Marjorie Mapstone, Mary Mason, Beverly Maynard, Patricia Maynard, Mayrand Publishers, Mark and
Deena McCullough, Elizabeth Mckee, Jeannette McKinney, Meyer Drugs, Dr. Alan Michaud, Paul Millas,
Dr. Charles and Joan Mitchell, Henry Morlock, Ruth Mowry, H Nicholas Muller, William Murray, Lynn
Neale, Helen Nerska, Chris Neuzil, James Nolan, NYS Library, Nancy Olsen, David Patrick, Peru Central
School, Peru Pharmacy, Plattsburgh Ford, Seana and Patrick Remillard, Geraldine Rickert, John Rock,
Dianne Roman, Sara Rowden, William and Bunny Rowe, Edward Schiffler, Charles Smith, Addie Shields,
Doug Skopp, Kellum Smith and Angela Brown, Ruth Smith, Stafford, Owens, Trombley & Curtin,
Stewart's Shops, Noel and Debbie Stewart, Patricia Stone, David and Sandra Stortz, Martha Strack, Barbara
Straw, David and Roberta Sullivan, Sally Summerel, Sunshine Sunoco, Town of Schuyler Falls, Newman
and Frances Tryon, Dawn-Marie Turner and Kevin Duniho, Gary Van Cour, Stuart Voss, Lynn Valenti,
Marcia Wagner, Irwin and Marlene Waite, Dr. Alan and Jackie Walker, Peggy Whipple, Adelle Wightman,
Lynn and Ann Wilke, Joshua Wingler, Richard and Bonita Wingler, Rosemary Winkler,

Robert and Jo Anne Withington, Fred Woodward and Dale Wolfe.

Renewals March 2006 thru December 2006

CCHA also gratefully acknowledges annual operating support received from Clinton County.
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Preserving our past for the future

Opportunities to Support the
Four Chimneys Museum

Those wishing to support the move to
Four Chimneys have a number of
giving options.

A donation is a very personal decision
and each gift made to CCHA can be
tailored to address both the financial
issues and the charitable intentions of
the donor and his/her family.

By working directly with the Director
of Development at CCHA, donors can
accomplish all their goals for charitable

giving.

There is, of course, no easier way to
support CCHA than by simply writing
a check. If you itemize, your outright
gifts of cash are fully deductible for
federal income tax purposes up to 50%
of your adjusted gross income. If you
exceed this limitation, the excess may
be carried forward for tax purposes for

up to five additional years.

Gifts made to support this campaign
should be designated as such on your
check, made payable to CCHA.

Other donor options include giving
long-term appreciated stock, real estate,
or life insurance policies, which
provide significant tax advantages
while furthering the work of CCHA.

CCHA can also assist donors with
memorial gifts to recognize or pay
tribute to a loved one or colleague with
an interest in Clinton County history.

Donors interested in making these
types of gifts are encouraged to contact
Susan Skinner, Director of Develop-
ment, for additional information at
(518) 561-0340.



