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The Summer White House
by Steve Frederick

This vear’s holiday ornament sold by the Clinton
County Historical Association happens to be one of
my favorite images of the Hotel Champlain. The
original photo was taken in 1904 and produced by
the Detroit Publishing Company. While there are
so many interesting stories I can share about the
hotel and its guests over its sixty-one year history,
this article is about President William McKinley’s
Summer White House in 1897 & 1899.

President McKinley's wife, Ida Saxton McKinley,
suffered from epilepsy and needed a quiet place to
rest and escape the high summer heat and humidity
of Washington, DC. Vice President Garret Hobart
had visited the Hotel Champlain previously and
highly recommended it to the President. The fresh
cool breezes off Lake Champlain and clean Adiron-
dack air would be very refreshing for both the Pres-
ident and First Lady.

The party arrived by special train in Plattsburgh on
July 29, 1897, then proceeded to Bluff Point by
carriage. The president signed the register simply
“William McKinley and wife, Canton, Ohio,” a
humility local newsmen suggested “would indicate
that the President desired to be considered a plain
American citizen while herc, rather than the Chief
| Executive of a great nation.” (Frost, Richard. Hote!
| Champlain to Clinton Community College: A
| Chronicle of Bluff Point. Donning Publishers,
12011)

|Even though the President had traveled to Bluff
'Point to rest and relax, he still found time for offi-
cial government business, attending a variety of
local churches, as well as meeting local citizens.
Unlike today, the average American seemed to
have much more access to their President. Two
such stories are shared in Richard Frost’s wonder-
fully written book titled Hotel Champlain to Clin-
ton Community College: A Chronicle of Bluff

Point. The first story tells of how a man named
Stiles McMullen, age 101, came to see McKinley.
Family lore had it that during infancy, George
Washington had patted McMullen on the head. He
wanted, before he died, to be able to claim he’d
met both the first and the last presidents of the
United States. The other story is of a 70 year old
farmer from West Chazy who walked fifteen miles
{to Bluff Point just so he could shake hands with
| the President of the United States.

| Unlike President William Howard Taft (a future
| guest of the Hotel Champlain), William McKinley
was not interested in playing golf at the adjacent
Bluff Point Golf course. Connected to the Hotel
Champlain grounds, Green Drive was a favorite
camage ride for McKinley on his way to sit, read
for hours and watch the golfers. He had a favorite
pine tree - dubbed the “McKinley Pine” - to sit
under that offered great views, cooling shade, and
peace and quiet. On September 6, 1901, McKin-
ley was assassinated in Buffalo and Vice President
Theodore Roosevelt became the 26™ president of
the United States. Interestingly, the “McKinley
Pine” was struck by lightning around the same
time and was blown to pieces! Today a monument
stands where President McKinley once sat under
the great pine. All the mature pine trees growing
there now are the seedlings from the destroyed
“McKmley Pine.” Sadly, vandals stole the bronze
tablets that once adorned the monument. Due to
many years of inclement weather, the monument is
‘now in poor condition. But, one can still clearly
see it, on the right, as you drive up to the Bluff
Point Club House.

' The President and Mrs. McKinley must have had a
wonderful time in 1897 as they arrived again at the
Hotel Champlain on July 27, 1899 and stayed for a
month. If readers are wondering why he did not

Summer White House (cont on Page 4)
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President’s Corner and Director’s Report

President’s Corner

Your Association’s Executive Committee and Board are ready for an exciting 2017. First, I can bring you
up to date on our decision with respect to a new Director. Effective February 19, Helen Allen Nerska re-
signed as CCHA Board President and was hired as Director of the museum. Helen had been voluntarily
managing the museum since September so it was a natural and practical move for her and for CCHA. This
is a part time position, and we are fully confident that this was a good decision based on the very talented
support of our volunteers. As I was Vice-President, I have taken over as President and am very enthusiastic
about the coming year. We continue to work diligently to preserve our extensive collections and to deter-
mine the very best use of our space. Going forward we hope to add our building to the historic register and
to make our wonderful location - the Old Base Museum Campus - a destination. We have many exciting
projects needing volunteers and we have a great environment to work in. Please call us (561-0340) or drop
by to discuss the projects you may find of interest.

CCHA is pleased to announce that Luke Cyphers has returned to our Board and is lending his talents to our
Communications and Outreach Committee. Jerry Gagnier has more recently joined the Board and we are
very pleased to have a second native of the Town of Clinton as a Trustee (your Board President being the '
other!) Jerry is a member of the Buildings & Grounds Committee. |
Geri Favreau, President. '
|
Director’s Report

We are in the process of finalizing our events for the year. You can expect to receive your postcard of |
events within a few weeks. We can confirm our May 8™ Lecture with Peter Sorrell’s “The Art of the Dig:|
Metal Detecting for History.“ An introduction of the techniques and resources that can be used to locate old
homes and sites of historic significance and how this information can help gain new knowledge about our|
early county residents and how they lived. Peter is a member of the Collections Committee. The presenta-|
tion will be at 6:30 pm, at CCHA. |

|
Do also mark Museum Weekend on your calendar. The date has been changed to June 17 & 18. There will |
be free entrance and special activities at CCHA and museums all around Clinton County. i

York State Women the right to vote in Federal and State elections; and The Plattsburgh Idea which is rec-
ognized as the first program to prepare students and businessmen for the military in case of war.

Additionally, we are excited to report that Richard Frost and Melissa Peck (our former Director) have writ-
ten and are busy finalizing a book entitled “The Plattsburgh Military Reservation: A Pictorial History.” The
publishing of the book is made possible by a grant from the Champlain Valley National Heritage Partner-
ship and the Lake Champlain Basin Program. You will be notified of the special event planned for the roll
out of this book.

We hope members will take the opportunity to use social media to stay up to date with all CCHA events
and activities through our web site www.clintoncountyhistorical.org and our Facebook pages: Clinton
County Historical Association, Clinton County Civil War Record — 1861 to 1865, and Bluff Point Light
House on Valcour Island or by emailing director@clintoncountyhistorical.org

Have research questions? Please call the museum for an appointment or email us. We are open from 10 am
to 3 pm, Wednesday through Saturday and other times by appointment.

Helen Nerska, Director

CCHA will sponsor two special commemorations this year: The November 6, 1917 vote which gave New |
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The Town of Clinton, by Geri Favreau (aka Geraldine Watson)

Tell people you are from the Town of Clinton
and first of all they might look at you with a
puzzled look or if they are even aware of the
Town of Clinton, they think it’s in Franklin
County! And of course, there’s also a Clin-
ton, NY. But tell them you’re from Chu-
rubusco and everybody knows where that is!!
Or mention “Lagree’s” or “The Hotel” at
least by people of my generation.

The Town of Clinton, more commonly
known by the name of its largest hamlet,
Churubusco, was formed on 14 May 1845
from the Town of Ellenburg. It is located in
the most northwest corner of Clinton County.
One of the major industries for years was
farming but now most of the farms are gone,
and many people have wind turbines on their
property. You can see the turbines for miles!

At one time it had four hamlets: The Frontier
(first settlement), Clinton Mills (timber and
the railroad played a major part in developing
this community), Wrightsville (located on the
Military Turnpike) and Churubusco, the high-
est point of land in the area. Of the four,
Churubusco is the only one that remains as a
viable community. Wrightsville was located
along the Marble River just east of the Frank-
lin/Clinton County line. It is long gone with
the only remnant remaining being the founda-
tion of a butter factory. Clinton Mills had a
major fire in 1877 which destroyed almost all
the buildings. One time in Clinton Mills to
satisfy a political bet, they actually “painted
the town red.” The Frontier which is located
right on the Canadian border consists only of
a few houses these days.

Churubusco (or Cherubusco) was named in
honor of the American soldiers who fought in
the Battle of Churubusco in 1847 in the Mex-
ican-American War and then moved to the
Town of Clinton. In 1927, Churubusco (no
“e”) became the official name.

At one time there were 13 one-room schools
and one four-room school in the Town, one
in each district except District 5 located in

and around the hamlet of Churubusco. This dis-
trict had a one-room school which was replaced by
a four-room school in 1910. Two of those one-
room school buildings still exist today and the four
-room school was renovated and became senior
housing a few years ago. Today it is apartments.

A small wooden chapel was built in 1855 to serve
the Roman Catholic Parishioners. St. Philomena
& St. Bridget (renamed Immaculate Heart of Mary
in 1961) was built in 1888-1892, the Methodist
Church (transformed into a private home many
years ago) was built in 1897 and the Apostles of
Infinite Love had a presence in the town in the
1970’s.

There are many interesting stories about
“Churubusco” but in honor of Black History
Month here’s one about Isaac Johnson. He was a
Freed Slave who laid the cornerstone for the Cath-
olic Church. Isaac was born in Kentucky in 1844.
He was sold to his master at the age of 10 for
$700. He attempted to escape many times and in
1861 he ran away and joined the Union Army. He
moved to Waddington, NY in 1884 and began his
work as a mason and stonecutter in 1887. In 1888,
he supervised the cutting of the huge stones for St.
Philomena & St. Bridget Catholic Church in Chu-
rubusco. He moved to Ogdensburg, NY in 1890
where he died and was buried in 1905. [Taken
from Isaac Johnson — From Slave to Stonecutter
by Hope Irvin Marston, 1995 and 2003.] Isaac
wrote a book about his experiences as a slave:
Slavery Days in Old Kentucky by Isaac Johnson,
A Former Slave, written in 1901. His life’s story
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Communications & Outreach—Bernie Bassett

In 2016 1 was appointed by our President to Chair the Communications & Outreach Committee. Other
Committee members are Julie Dowd and Luke Cyphers.

The Committee is authorized by Section 11 of the By-Laws. It is the Committee that manages the face of
the Association outside our doors and is responsible for all mass communications to the public helping
to promote everything that CCHA does.

The Committee works to interact with the community to help share programs and opportunities to pro-
mote the goals and objectives of the Association and to improve the visibility, understanding and appre- -
ciation of the Association.

Committee members are available to help with publishing joint or individual research studies; newsletter
to members, bulletins, or books; for publicity; and for staging radio and television programs. Once pub-
lication projects are approved by the Board, the Communications & Outreach Committee will help by
supervising their design, printing, distribution, and sales if required.

Summer White House (cont from Page 1)

vacation at the hotel in the summer of 1898, it was because the United States was fighting the Spanish
American War in Cuba. The President needed to stay in Washington DC to be close to the war effort.

Steven Frederick is the Vice President of Institutional Advancement at Clinton Community College and the
college’s “unofficial historian of the Hotel Champlain.”

A Hotel Champlain Holiday O ‘rnament is for sale in our shop at $15 plus tax. We also have an Old Stone
Barracks Ornament available for the same price.

Town of Clinton (cont from Page 3)

is very interesting, and this is just a very small part of it. Both books are available for purchase at CCHA.
There is an article about Isaac in The Ogdensburg Journal, dated December 5, 1905 on the NNYLN.org
website under Historical Newspapers.

Please come and visit our exhibit on the Town of Clinton. It is such an interesting Town! You’ll see sto-
ries about Esmond Decosse who invented the pull-out sides for a travel trailer/camper in the 1950’s, the
Gagnier Potato Industry (early 1900’s to 1990’s), Jack Lagree who built bobsleds for the 1980 US Olympic
Team, the Churubusco Live-In that never happened (1970), John Laclair, the Churubusco Healer (mid-
1930°s) and the Gibson Brothers who grew up in the Town of Clinton and learned to play banjo and guitar
from Eric O’Hara (from Mooers) at Dick’s Country Store (Gas, Groceries, Guns, Guitars)!

Thanks to Lawrence P. Gooley (Bloated Toe Publishing) “History of Churubusco and the Town of Clinton,
Clinton County, New York™ (2010), the Town of Clinton History Committee “Town of Clinton
‘Churubusco’” (2010) and the Bicentennial Committee “Town of Clinton 1976 (1976) for all their won-
derful research and publishing their books! The two books published in 2010 are available for purchase in
the Museum Shop. AND, a huge thanks to the Town of Clinton who very generously sponsored our ex-
hibit and Diane Lagree, Town Historian, without whose help, I could not have done the exhibit! Watch for
a walking/driving tour of the Town in the Spring/Summer.
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2016 Sponsors, Grantors And Event Collaborators

AARCH, ACCA, AgriMark/Macadam Cheese*, American Express, American Military Retirees Associa-
tion, Barbara Stadnicki Appraiser, Bill & Carlene Wood, Bill Patnode & Linda Gokey*, Blue Mountain
Books & Manuscripts, Bushey’s New & Used Furniture, Calongne Security Systems, Carol Sears Hoenig
(Turn of the Corkscrew, Books & Wine)*, Champlain Valley Search & Rescue, Champlain Valley Nation-
al Heritage Partnership, Champlain Valley Transportation Museum/Kid’s Station, Chapel Hill Foundation,
Christian Balen, City of Plattsburgh, Clinton Community College, Clinton County, Craig Worley, David
& Linda Williams*, Dick’s (Decosse) Country Store*, Downtown Rising, Empire State Coca-Cola, Fil-
ion’s Diner*, Gibson Brothers*, Ground Round, Hannaford Supermarkets, Jerry Gagnier (Gagnier Potato
Farm)*, John Krueger, Lake Champlain Basin Program, Mary Nicknish, North Country Chamber of Com-
merce, NNYACGS, NYS DEC, Pediment Publishing, PepsiCo, Perkins Restaurant, Plattsburgh Farmer’s
& Crafter’s Market, Plattsburgh Press Republican, Plattsburgh Public Library, PPG Paints*, Primelink,
Stewart’s Shops, SUNY Plattsburgh, TAUNY, Ted Comstock Appraisals, Town of Chazy, Town of Clin-
ton*, Town of Saranac, TPC Landscaping, UFirst Federal Credit Union, William H. Miner Institute.
*Sponsors of Town of Clinton Exhibit

Memberships, Donations and Other Support Received June 2 to December 31, 2016

iEllen Adams and Josh Beatty, Robert and Mary Adams, Janet Alexander, Allen County Public Library, Ron and Carol Allen, Anderson
| Falls Heritage Society, James and Rachelle Armstrong, Amie’s Restaurant, Ara Asadourian, Ausable Chasm Co., Babbie Rural Farm and
Learning Museum, Martha Bachman, James and Anne Bailey, Larry and Vesta Barcomb, Jack Barrette, John Barton, Gerald and Darlynn
Bates, Linda Bedard, Donna and John Bell, Roger and Christine Bigelow, Ken and Ada Bills, Howard Black and Family, Maria and Ryan
Blondo, Laurie Booth-Trudo, Kit and Sally Booth, Alan and Jennie Booth, Bob and Helen Booth, Tom Braga, Terrence and Michele Bra-
non, Eileen Brewer, Angela Brown and Kellum Smith, Deborah Brown, Cindy Bruneau, Maryanne Bukolt-Ryder, Jennifer Bulriss, Carolyn
Burakowski, Kenneth and Trudy Burger, Joseph and Joan Burke, Bruce Butterfield, William and Margaret Caldon, Chapel Hill Foundation,
Urith Chase, Alice Church and Marty Mannix, Jim Ciborski, Richard and Tilly Close, Shirley Coffey, Lisa Contini, Linda Lee Coryer, Anne
| | Coste, Jan and Dave Couture, Donna and Ken Cringle, Adam and Larissa Crosley, John and Barbara Crotty, Richard Daly, Dannemora
FCU, Kimberly Davis, Robert and Jean Davis, James and Caroline Dawson, John Dawson, Suzanne and Glen Deforge, Heidi and Roger
| Dennis, Monsignor Deno. Anne Doherty, Gerald and Ruth Dominy, Robert and Mary Donlan, Barbara Dorrance, Julic Dowd. Robert
Dowd, Herman and Diane Drollette, John and Jean Drown, Janet and Elmer Duprey, Rachel Dutil, Donna and Edward Eisele, Vickie Evans,
Melissa Facteau, Geraldine Favreau, Paolo Fedi, Feinberg Library SUNY, Pat and Charlie Finnegan, Connie Fisher, Ellen Fleming, Nancy
Frederick, Steve Frederick, Ann Gearhart, Gina and Maurice Gilbert, Maurica Gilbert and Noel Sowley, Roderick and Dodie Giltz, Danielle
Girard, Tom Glasglow, Glens Falls National Bank, Eleanor Goldman, David and Melissa Goodrich, Robert Haley, Pat and Mark Hami lton,
Hannaford, Stephen Harstedt, Roger Harwood, Rebecca Hayes, James and Elinor Hays, Robert and Eleanor Heins, Alix Heuston, Patricia
| | Higgins and Mark Cohen, Joan Hobbs, Frank and Carol Hochreiter, Bart Holm, Rush Holt and Margaret Lancefield, John and Norma Hom-
| | burger, Linda Hormes, Claudia Hornby, Jacqueline Huru, Mick Jarvis, Arnold and Theresa Jensen, Pete Keenan, Caroline Kehne, Richard
| |and Susan Kelley, Jane and Bill Kelting, Debra Kimok, Don and Peg Kinneston, Carol Klepper, Robert Kovacs and Margaret Hildebrand,
| | John Kronstadt, William Krueger and Suzy Johnson, Dan Ladue, Michael La fontaine, Diane Lagree, Art Lajoy, Connie Lalonde, Rose-
| |mary Lamarche, Jim Langley, Jules Lapoint, Joseph Laundry Jr., William Landry, Katy and Jesse Lavalley, William and Beverly Leege,
| | Chantal Lefebvre, Brinley and Dorothy Lewis, Pete Light, Henry and Caroline Lindberg, James Lindgren, Roland and Martha Lockwood,
| | Eva Martin, Stephen Martin, Beverly Maynard, Marshall and Ann Maynard, Patricia Maynard, William and Scarlett McBride, Deena and
| Mark McCullough, Duncan and Sue McDougall, Linda McGuire, Elizabeth McKee, David and Diane Merkel, Howard and Myrna Miller,
Miner Institute, Charles and Joan Mitchell, Kelly and Miles Moody, Ursula Jones and Henry Morlock, Ruth Mowry, James and Janet
Murnane, Pat and Sheila Murnane, Tom and Katherine Murnane, William and Barbara Murray, James and Judith Nadal, Anna Nardelli,
Merrie Nautel, NC Underground Railroad, Helen Nerska, Chris and Sandra Neuzil, Sylvia Newman, Mary Nicknish, Sam Northshield, NYS
| Library, Cassidy O’Brien and Pam Seymour, Nancy Olsen, Douglas and Nancy Osborn, Don Papson, Celine Paquette, David Patrick,
Melissa Peck, Barbara Perry, Peru Central School, Dennis Hulbert, Plattsburgh Professional Fire Fighters, Gordon and Sandra Pollard, Kris-
tine Portal, Sandra Poutre, Kathy and Andy Prescott, Pearlic Rabin, Mary Racicot, Patricia Racine, Russ and Chris Randolph, Stan and
Christina Ransom, Joanna and Scott Recor, Geri Rickert, Matthew Rivers and the Congocrawl, Thomas Rumney, John and Jean Ryan, Kev-
in and Mary Ryan, Ed and Jean Schiffler, Douglas and Evelyne Skopp, Charles E. Smith Jr., Fred Smith, Nancy Dixson Smith, Curt and
Michele Snyder, Peter Sorrell, John and Joan Southwick, Merritt and Joan Spear, Ed Stansbury, Jeffrey and Janet Stephens, Noel and Deb-
bie Stewart, David and Saundra Stortz, Martha Strack, David and Roberta Sullivan, Jack Swan, John and Louise Tanner, Rosemary Thom-
as, Janet Tinker, Town of Altona, Town of Ausable, Town of Chazy, Town of Peru, Town of Schuyler Falls, Jaimie Trautman and Virginia
Brady, Hunt True Insurance, Lynn Valenti, June Venette, Marlene and Irvin Waite, Alan and Jackie Walker, Steve and Sue Welch, Peggy
Whipple, Mark White, Robert and Shari Williams, Bill and Lucy Wilson, David and Prudence Withall, Dale and Ruth Wolfe, Peter Wollen-
berg, Bill and Catherine Wood, Taher and Shahbanoo Zandi, Margot Zeglis, and Clinton County.

[
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Available in The Shop

NEW BOOKS:

Clinton County Memories — The Early Years —
A Pictorial History (Press Republican) - $29.95
Life & Times in Old Saranac — Book #2 (Sylvia
Newman) - $20

Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Bene-
dict Arnold and the Fate of the American Revo-
lution (Nathaniel Philbrick) - $25

The Life of Commodore Thomas Macdonough
(Rodney Macdonough) - $20

A History of the Town of Chazy (Nell Sullivan
and David Martin) - $50

TOWN OF CLINTON RELATED BOOKS:
Isaac Johnson — From Slave to Stonecutter
(Hope Irvin Marston) (used) - $20

Slavery Days in Old Kentucky (Isaac Johnson)
(used) - $12

Of Little Faith (Carol Hoenig) - $14.95
Without Grace (Carol Hoenig) - $14.95

DVDS:

Heart’s Delight — The Story of William H. Min-
er (Paul Frederick) - $15

Pioneers of Rural Schools (Rick Bechard) - $15

T-SHIRT - Bluff Point Lighthouse - $20

COLORING BOOKS — 4 Walk in the Woods,
Godey's Fashions, Medieval Fortress - $3.99
Early American Trades, Forest Animals - $4.99

NOTECARDS

By Barb Spencer: CCHA Bldg., Lighthouse,
Claire & Carl's, First Presbyterian Church,
First Baptist Church, Regina Maria Retreat
House, St. Mary's of the Lake, Ferry
"Vermont," and St. John's Academy. -$2.25 ea
By Dick Brogowski: Clyde Lewis Park, Mac-
donough Monument in Winter with Christmas
Wreath and St. Peter’s Church with Christmas
Wreaths. - $2.25 ea.

GIBSON BROS. CD’S - $15 each
Bona Fide (2003), Long Way Back Home
(2004), Red Letter Day (2005)

Ring The Bell (2009),

Help My Brother (2011)

They Call It Music (2013)

Brotherhood (2015)

GENTLY USED:

Adirondack Guide —An Almanac of Essential
Information and Assorted Trivia - $10
Alexander Macomb (Everest) - $12
Chateaugay Lakes-(Whalen) - $50

Clinton County — Pictorial History hardcover
(Bicentennial Committee) - $85

Final Invasion (Fitz-Enz) - $25

Henry Delord and His Family (Everest) - $10
Heydey of the Adirondacks (Desormo) - $10
Images of America — Champlain (Lamay/
Paquette) - $15

Images of America-Chazy (Trombly) - $15
Images of America-Clinton County (Pratt) -
$12

Images of America-Clinton County Postcards
(Pratt) - $15

Love and Duty — Letters and Diaries of the
Delord-Webb Women 1794-1913 (Burdick) -
$10

North Country Century (Meyers) - $5
Oliver's War (Gooley) - $17

Remembering Point Au Fer (Rochester) - $10
Scrap Books (1st book) (Rochester) - $25
September Eleventh 1814 (Herkalo) - $15
Thomas Macdonough (Skaggs) - $40
Thoroughly Wide Awake Little Village
(Westbrook) - $5

War of 1812 (Hickey) - $12

William H. Miner (Burke) - $20

PLEASE CALL FOR PRICES ON
SPECIAL PACKAGES:

William H. Miner Book, Heart’s Delight DVD,
and Pioneers of Rural Schools DVD

Songs to Keep Song Book, Songs to Keep CD,
and Songs to Keep DVD

Contact the Museum if you are interested in
ordering any of the 170+ titles available in
the Museum Shop. Complete list on CCHA

website: www.clintoncountvhistorical.org
Shipping, handling and tax may apply.
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Jules Lapoint This just in . . . At the regular March Meeting, the CCHA Board of
Mary Nicknish Trustees appointed Bernie Bassett as Vice President.

William Rowe

Looking Back

From North Country Notes, Jan. 1961:

Bill of Sale — 1793: The only Negro slave known to have been owned in Champlain Town was the
one named in the following bill of sale to Judge Pliny Moore: Know all Men by these presents that
I Isaac Van Slyck of Kinderhook, County of Columbia & State of New York have this day sold and
conveyed to Pliny Moor of Champlain Town Clinton County and to his heirs and Assigns a Negro
girl five Years old named Phillis for the Consideration of 14 Pounds Lawfull Money of New York
to me in hand paid before the ensealing & delivery hereof, the Receipt whereof is hereby Acknowl-
edged, & hereby Warrant the said Negro girl to be my property free of any former sale & incumber-
ance whatever. As Witness my hand & Seal at Kinderhook this first day of March in the Year of
our Lord One Thousand Seven hundred and Ninety three. Sealed & delivered In presence of John J.
Vanslyck — his mark Isaac X Van Slyc

A Slave’s Grave: On Route 9, four miles north of Plattsburgh, in a pasture between the road
and Treadwell’s Bay, is a small enclosed burial plot, in which is an old gravestone which bears the
following inscription: PHY LLIS — Old Phyllis the slave was of African birth and she died long ago,
long ago, and her sad last request ere she passed to her rest, was Lay me at old Massa’s feet. Phyl-
lis (not the same slave mentioned in the Bill of Sale) was buried actually across the foot of the grave
of her owner, Hon. Thomas Tredwell (1742-1832). He was a delegate to the Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1788, a Congressman, and Clinton County Surrogate.

-



