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The January Meeling

of the Historical Association will be held Monday evening, January 6,
at 8 o’clock in the auditorium of the Plattsburgh Public Library. The
speaker of the evening will be Dr. Ludwig Fink, chief of psychiatry at
Clinton Prison in Dannemora, who will speak on *“ The History of Dan-
nemora Prison.”’

The Association will also hold a short annual meeting and election
of officers. The public is cordially invited.

The Slownedd a//)ludan Re/oam

. When Auburn prison was established in 1816, it embarked upon daringly ad-
vanced reforms for the day—group work in the daytime, sclitary confinement at night,
and silence at all times. However, it relied mainly upon corporal punishment to en-
force discipline.

With the establishment of Sing Sing in 1825, the idea of extreme coercion, to-
gether with skepticism about the possibility of rehabilitation, reached its apogee.
Under the ruthless direction of its first two heads, corporal punishment was lavishly
dispensed. Flogging might consist of 50 to 400 blows. The favorite weapon was the
cat-o’-nine-tails. One type was a ‘“cat” each of whose tails was wound with three
quarters of an inch of wire. Punishments, whether with cats, canes, boards or
whips, caused grievous physical agonies and sometimes suicides of the inmates.

The Prison Association, a private group of reformers, arose in 1844 to agitate
against corporal punishment. Its publicity helped to ameliorate the practice, and a
new law of 1847 authorized only solitary confinement as a punishment. By not spe-
cifically forbidding other practices, some of them were continued, and had to be
dealt with in later laws.

In the middle of the agitation against corporal punishment, Clinton Prison at
Dannemora was established in 1845. From the beginning Clinton seems to have had

a relatively good record. Of 36 punishments when it was small in 1846, fourteen were
given solitary confinement and only two the “cat.” In the same year Sing Sing punished

691, giving 267 the ‘“cat,” 103 deprivation of food, and only 63 solitary confinement.
Auburn punished 311, of whom 258 received the “cat.” The year before, Auburn had
unished 1278 of 1279 offenders with the “cat.” Already reform was becoming effec-

tive. Increasingly other punishments were being used—the “bath; deprivation of bed-

.ding, food or tobacco; solitary confinement; ball and chain; and admonishment.



Indox. to North Country Notes

(November 1960 to December 1968)

ACCIDENTS: S '64

ADDOMS, JOHN: D '68

ADVERTISING: Ja '65; S '67

“ALICE MAYNARD": N '68

ANIMALS: My '61; S '61

ARNOLD ORE BED: Ap '67; My '67

AUSABLE HORSE-NAIL CO.: My '68

AUTOMOBILES: F '63; Mr '65; Ag '68

BALLOONISTS: Ja '67

BANKS: Mr '61

BAPTISMS: S '67

BEEKMANTOWN: Ja '65; S '65

BRIDGES: S '62; My '68

BROADSIDES: Ag '68

BROOKS, VAN WYCK: N '67

BURIAL INSTRUCTIONS: F '67

CANADA: S '65

CANADIAN BORDER: Mr '62

CATTLE MARKS: §'61

CELEBRATIONS: My '66; N 66

CHAMPLAIN: F '67

CHAZY: My '66; Mr '67

CHOLERA: Mr '61

CHRISTMAS: N'63

CHURCHES: O '66; N '66; Ja '67; My '67; Je '67

CIVIL WAR: N '61; Mr '66

CLINTON PRISON: Je '67

COLLINS, MAY: Mr '67

COUNTY RECORDS: Mr '42; Ap '64

COURTSHIP: Ja '67; Mr '67

CRAB ISLAND: N 'é4

CRIME: F '63; Mr 'é4; Mr '65

CUMBERLAND HEAD: Je '68

DAVIDSON FAMILY: N'62

DELORD FAMILY: Mr '68

DESERTION: Mr '62; S '64

DEWEY'S TAVERN: S '65

DOCTORS: S '62; Mr '64; S '66

EDUCATION, MAIL-ORDER: N '68

ELECTIONS: N '60; Ja '62

EMERSON, RALPH WALDO: Mr ‘61

BPITAPHS: Mr '64

FERRIES: Ap '68

FLOODS: Ap '63; My '65

FORT MONTGOMERY: Ja 'é4

FORT TICONDEROGA: Ja '67

FOUQUET HOUSE: My '64

GILLILAND, WILLIAM: Ja '62

GOLD: My '62; S '62; Je '67

HALL, CAPTAIN BASIL: N '67

HARKNESS, GEORGIA: N ‘66

HARKNESS, WARREN: Mr ‘65

HARRISON, PRESIDENT: My '64; Ap '68

HOTELS: My '64; S '65

HOWELLS, WILLIAM DEAN: Mr

HUBBELL, JULIUS C.: Ja '67

ICE HOUSES: Ap 'é8

INDENTURED SERVANTS: Ap '67

INDUSTRIES: N '63; Mr '66; Ap '67; My '67; Je '67
Ap '68; My '68

'64

INSANE: N '64; My '66

INSURANCE: S '62

INVENTORS: My '64

IRON INDUSTRY: Ap '67; My '67; Je '67; Ap '68

IZARD, GEN. GEORGE: Ja '68

KELLOGG, DR. D. S.: Mr '64; S '66

KILMER, JOYCE: Mr '66

LABOR: S 61

LAW AND ORDER: Ja '68; N 68

LAWYERS: S '63

LIBRARIES: N '60

LIGHTHOUSES: Je '68; N'é68

LOSSING, BENSON J.: N '64; S '67

LYON MOUNTAIN: Ap '68

MACDONOUGH, COMMODORE: N '67; Ag '68

MACDONOUGH MONUMENT: Ag '68

MACOMB, ALEXANDER: Ja ‘64

MARRIAGE: N '62; JA '67

MEDICAL: Mr '61; My '66

MEXICAN WAR: My '67

MIDDLEBURY: Mr '61; My '61; D 'é8

MILITARY DISCIPLINE: Ja '68

MILITIA: Mr '65

MINING: Mr '67; Ap '67; My '67; Je '67; Ap '68

MONROE, PRESIDENT: Mr '68

MOOERS, BENJAMIN: Ja '68; My '68; Je '68

MOORE, AMASA: Mr '61; My '61; N '66

MOORE, PLINY: N '60; N '66; Ja '67; F '67

MORAL REFORM SOCIETY: D'68

MUSEUMS: Ja '64; Ja '67; Ja '68; Je '68; N 68

MUSIC: N '63; Ja '67

MYERS, JOHN PLATT: F '67

NICHOLS, CALEB: N '64

OHIO: F '63

OlL: 067

OSWEGO NORMAL SCHOOL: Mr '65

PANAMA: My '62

PAPINEAU REBELLION: Ap ‘66

FALMER, GEORGE: Ap '66

PLACE NAMES: Mr '61; Ja '62; N '64; My '65; F '66
O '67; N '67; O '68

PLATTSBURGH, BATTLE OF: S '61; S '62; S '64;
N '64; S '66; Ja '67; S '67

PLATTSBURGH MILITARY CAMPS: F '66

PLATTSBURGH NORMAL SCHOOL: D '68

POINT AU FER: S '63

POTATOES: N '63

PUBLICATIONS: N '60; S '61; S '63; N '63; S '64
Mr '66; N '66; F '67; My '68; N '68

QUAKERS: Ap '66

RAILROADS: Mr '66

RAND HILL: F '68

RECIPES: Ja '62

REDFORD GLASS: N '63

REVOLUTIONARY WAR: S '62

ROADS: My '65; O' é6; My '67

ROUSE, JACQUES: O '66

SARANAC RIVER: My '68

SCHOOLS: Ja '61; My '61; Ja '65; Mr '65; S '65;
Ap '66; Je '68; D '68




SHERIFF: Ja '65 VAR OF 1812: My '64; S '64; Mr '65; S '65; Ja '68

SKELETONS: My '64 WATSON, WINSLOW C.: N 'é4

SLAVERY: Ja '61; My '65; F '68; Mr 'é8 W.C. T. U: N '63
SMUGGLING: F 'é8 WEAVER, WILLIAM B.: O '67
SPORTS: S '63; S '65; F '66 WEBSTER, DANIEL: My 'é1
STOREKEEPING: Mr '61 WELFARE: N '62
SUNBEAM BAND: My '64 WISTWARD MOVEMENT: S '62; N '62; F '63
TEMPERANCE: Ja 'é1; F '63; N '63 WILKINSON, GEN. JAMES: S '64; Ja '68
THEATRE: Ja '62 WOLF BOUNTY: Ja '61; My 'é1
TOWN RECORDS: Ja 'é1; Ja '62; N '62 WOOL, GEN. JOHN: S '61; Mr '62; S '66; S '67
TROLLEY LINE: O" 67 WOOLSEY, MELANCTON L.: N 60
TRAVEL ACCOUNTS: Ja '62; F '63; O '67; N '67; WORLD'S FAIR: Ap '63

Ja '68; Je '68; Ag '68; O '68 WORLD WAR I: F 'é6

NDERGROUND RAILROAD: Mr '68 YMCA: My '68
UNION MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY: Mr '67 YORKERS, THE: My '66
VALCOUR, BATTLE OF: Ap '63 ZIP CODE: Mr '67

VAN BUREN, PRESIDENT: Mr '62

ENROLLED FOR PUBLIC SERVICE

By formal certification ,the State Commissioner of Agriculture in 1917 certified
éhe stallion, Bercini, as “sound” and thercfore “enrolled for public service in this
tate.”

Bercini’'s appearance in Plattsburgh was heralded by large pcsters detailing his
pedigree in large print and assuring potential customers that:

“Bercini Will Make the Season at Frank A. Smith’s Stable, Fair Grounds, Platts-
burgh, N. Y. Terms: $25.00, to Insure a Living Foal; Payable by Note Due in
Eleven Months from Date. Plattsburgh, N. Y., May 1st, 1917.”

Nathan [szemn al ‘7£cc(ufaa;a

(Nathan Beman died at Chateaugay in 1846 in Iis 90th year. Not long before his death he published

an autobiographical article in which he described his part in Ethan Allew’s capture of Fort Ticonderoga.
.lt is notable for contradicting the traditional account of the presence of Benedict Arnold.

(After the Revolution Nathan lived for a time on Cumberland Head, and his father, Samuel, is
buried in Riverside Cemetery. Nathan was a pioneer setller of Chaleaugay in 1796.)

I well recollect all the circumstances attending the transactions. I was then
eighteen years old, and resided with my father, Samuel Beman, in the town of Shore-
ham, Vermont, nearly opposite the fort. I had been in the habit of visiting the fort
very frequently, being well acquainted with Capt. De la Place’s family and other young
people residing there. On the day preceding the capture, my father and mother dined,
by invitation, with Capt. De la Place. I was one of the party, and spent the day in and
about the fort. On our return to Shoreham in the evening, and just as we were landing,
we discovered troops approaching, whom we soon ascertained to be Allen and his
party. To my father— with whom he had been well acquainted—Allen stated his ob-
ject, and the proper measures were at once concerted for accomplishing it.

It was agreed that I should act as a guide, and I believe the usual statement
of the manner of the capture to be substantially correct. There is, however, one error
of very considerable importance. Arnold did not accompany us as a volunteer, or in
any other character. He was not present at the capture of the Fort. According to my
recollection of the facts, as stated and believed at the time, Arnold wished to as-
sume the command at Castleton, but the troops would nct consent to serve under
him, and he did not accompany them to Shoreham, It was some days after the cap-
ture of the Fort before Arnold arrived at Ticonderoga.

Before the arrival of Arnold, we had thrown a floating bridge across the narrow
part of the Lake, from Ticonderoga to Mount Independence, on the Vermont side. Ar-
nold and Allen first met, after the capture, on this bridge. I was present at the
meeting. Arnold handed to Allen a paper, understcod to be an authority for him to
supercede Allen, and take the command. T well recollect the laced jacket, ruffles

nd cocked hat of Arnold, and that in the dispute which arose on the occasion, Allen
struck off the hat of Arnold from his head, into the water, where it sunk from the
weight of the tinsel with which it was adorned, and was lost. :

I accompanied Col. Warner to Crownpoint, and was present at the taking of



that fortress. I shortly afterwards enlisted in Col. Warner’s regiment and served in it
during the war. Had I time and health, I could relate many of the spirit-stirring
adventures of that day—many, that shortly, with the few surviving actors of them,
will sink into oblivion and be forgotten.

(Written) Malone, Franklin co., N. Y., May 26, 1835.

RIDDLE OF THE MONTH
The answer to the December riddle: The early name for the Richelieu River was
(in French) “River of the Ircquois’; of Crab Island, “Ile St. Michel.”
New riddle: What were the original names for the villages of Peru and Ausable,
Chasm? ‘
JANUARY 1st IN HISTORY
1806 Ben. Benj. Mooers, his home being then on Cumberland Head near the
mouth of Dead Creek, gave as a New Year’s gift to his negro girl “Ann’’ her freedom.
1818 Theodore Bailey, son of Judge Wm. Bailey of Chateaugay and Plattsburgh,
entered the Navy as midshipman. . -
1860 At her home, present site of County Clerk’s office, died Helen Hascall,
daughter of Ralph and Mary Sterne Hascall, of Essex, and wife of Judge Lemuel Stet-
son. The Stetson Memorial Chapel presented to Trinity church by her only surviving

son, Francis Lynde Stetson of New York, perpetuates her memory.
Tuttle, Three Centuries in Champlain Valley
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